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‘,VASHI\GTONL The Senatevi

cleared‘ the way’ esterday for-ap-

prcvaff' of Ieﬂxslauon under ‘which l
Journalxsz> and government officials
cobildbe jailed or fined for publicly £

disclosing the names of covert Amer—
lcan mtelhgence agents. e -
@he.proposal is strongly supported
by President Reagan as a means of

prevemmrr terrorist ‘attacks on CIA].

agénts .overseas, But. it_has been

condemned by som -"senators Jours;
nalism -societles andithe American
Civil Liberties Uniort’as a direct at<
rack ‘on-the free-press provnsxonsof"
the First Amendmeént,: .

i 'The Aoent Identities lel approved
by the Houee last fall, was first-pr
- posed four years ago when forme
CIA officers suchsas’ Philip Agee be-
gan naming names and locanons ‘of ?
undercover mtelhgence agents: as 1
partola campaign to limit or abphs
‘covert operatidns by the CIA. «. -~ -~
! But the debate has broadened smce 3
Zthen, and enactmenf 6f the measure
has been delayed foF months by dis- |
agreement .over how dlmcult it
shonld be for a'prosecutor to build a
case against a reporter who named,a
COVen agentinprint..

The. Senate resolved that issue es»

1‘./3

.terday, voting 55-39 to approve a ver-{’

sion that would allow a journalist to
be convicted only:if a jury had rea-
son 1o believe that the identification |
of .an _agent - would disrupt intelli.’|
g,ence operations. A final vote on.the: ;
legislation was de!a,'ed probablv
‘unul today. p ’ , ’:;'*g
A competmu versmn recommend-r
ed by the Senate. Judluary Commit.:
jlee and Sen. Joseph Biden’(D.:Det), |
,would have gone further: requiri nga
jury 10 conclude that a reponer “in-
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.sfaction with. th
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Delta Chi, an organ'zanpn of’ Journa]-a,
ists, said it was unconstitutional amf

'.‘reportmg of US:
“This bill smkesat
cans to monitor, Ih

govefnment. "_ "5

“porters -Committes ior F‘reedom of %
‘the Press, complajngd that:“this bil >-

alows for the prosecution.and jailing 7

of news reporters “agid "authors for2.
identifying agents or* meu’ SOUICes.
even-if the agcm, or. “the source s,
sbreaking federall Taw, or;is violating
fpresxdemxa! policy; or even:if thenr
! names come from publi¢: records.”*

b 4

’dau “only pefmits ‘the convxcnona-
and jailing of news people for pub-“,,
ishing information which is & di-=

“'ry to the national security, qnd doesT 5
nor,permxt prosecutions fot:disclos
»ing"information‘. which, -
embarrassmw or causes so
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" Bruce. Sanford -:fa Swmzx Delta Q'h
attome calred he- bllL "afrude-‘
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#Charles Novxtz,:presrd nto Swma ¥

-reporter deliberately serout to “im-,
~would have-a’ chmm etfect ‘on thex) pair or impede” legitimate intelli-:
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T ‘ghfof-Amen—a E

“The Fxrst Amendmem,;’,saxd L:m- .

rect, 1mmed1ateand1rreparab¥emm-3 ‘

5 islation- would - riot ‘permit p"osecxr-’

BURL

s ported thatversxon 6% resé cf;dxssax- ;

‘Biden”* saxd.._Tederal pr osecmors:J
“should be required. t0 show thaf a-

.gence operations, Another supporter
of the stricteristandard: Sens Danief
-P. Moynihan (D.;N:Y.), said; “We are
not enacting this bill. to-eas the--
“burden; of US attomeys i %

Biden also expressed fear xhat a
reponer might be prosecuted ‘for
exposing fCH. abuses. Recently,:for |
-example, .the New York. Times de
tailed. the -activities: of: forrer: €1A®
-agents FrancisE! Terpilang Edwm P
‘Wilson, who set-upa secret,. prlvate'
,arms-selhnu operation iff be}a

*I want_the press going there in--
tandmo to expose ihose peop)e “j
‘Biden saxd R i :

Shortly after the vote, Sen John ]
Chaffee (R., R.L), sponserof the ver
sion that'was approved, said>the leg: ]

,,r

tion of journalists who exposed ille
.. -gal or improper actions by ‘the CIA: ‘
-He also said “You can kick-the tarit}
of.the CIA™ withautspecifi 1calryuden;
tifying ciandesnn%agem
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